Florida Master Naturalist Program

The mission of the Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP) is to promote awareness, understanding, and
respect of Florida's natural world among Florida's citizens and visitors.

This mission is accomplished in part by FMNP instructors, who teach students in the program about Florida's
environment using science-based information and interpretive techniques that prepare students to share their
knowledge with others.

This mission is also accomplished by FMNP graduates, who share their knowledge with others and foster principles

of sustainability, connectivity, and biodiversity to assist others to understand and respect Florida's natural world as
a community to which we all belong.

Conservation Science

Intended Purpose of the Conservation Science Course

This course is designed to educate people in the concepts, language, and science related to
conservation needs, planning, and action. People that complete this course will better
understand the complexities of conservation, which will make them both better educators and
participants in local conservation efforts. This course will cover concepts such as species
diversity, measuring biodiversity, the processes that generate and maintain biodiversity, types of
ecosystem services, ecological processes, habitat fragmentation, effects of human activities on
ecosystems, the history of conservation in North America, and strategies for conservation
planning.

Course Goals for Conservation Science

I. Understand the role that biodiversity plays in conservation science.
2. Understand the factors that sustain or threaten ecosystem integrity.

3. Understand the strategies and approaches used to conserve biodiversity and maintain
ecosystem integrity.
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